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“For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all 
the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day 
that cometh shall burn them up, saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall 
leave them neither root nor branch. But unto you that fear my name 
shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings; and ye 
shall gu forth, and grow up as calves of the stall. MAI. 4: 1, 2. 
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' DISCOURSE BY ELDER FRANCIS M. LYMAN. 


[Concluded from page 741.) 


A great many of the Latter-day Saints have done very well. Thank 
the Lord for what has been accomplished since last May; thank the Lord 
that the people have listened, and that you have had testimonies in your 
hearts, as well as President Snow. You are entitled to know for yourselves. 
Every one of these Apostles knows that President Snow’s testimony is 
from the Lord, for he has told us. We comprehend it most thoroughly; 
so does every Latter-day Saint who has done the will of the Lord. Every 
Latter-day Saint who has now decided and determined to do the will of 
the Lord also knows it. Those who do the will of the Lord in the future 
shall also know that God has spoken through President Snow. It is his 
particular mission and ministry to set right the Latter-day Saints in re- 
gard to this particular law—not to neglect any other and not to say that 
men’s sins will be forgiven them if they pay their tithing. That is a mis- 
take, and only transgressors have concluded that Bishops and the authori- 
ties of the Church have no right to handle them now for their transgres- 
sions, because President Snow has said that the past should be forgiven. 
He has only said that the past should be forgiven so far as the payment 
of tithing was concerned. Thank the Lord that we may be forgiven for 
that. 

Do you not remember when the Salt Lake Temple was dedicated in 1893, 


how every body was allowed to go in there, transgressors and all, bevause 


oy: > 
—— — — —äͤ— 
— — B — — — äñ᷑— — — — 
— — — — — — 
— —2—U— — — — — —dbH— 
— —— ꝛ˙̃—*-— — N— — — — — — —¼½¼ꝛ — — 
— —— ͤ—¾¼v — — — — ꝗCêꝛz — — — ͤ —öä—2— — — 
— — 
2 


754 LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 


their names were upon the record and they had not been dealt with? 
The Prophet Wilford Woodruff announced then that the sins of the 
Latter-day Saints were forgiven them; but who are Latter-day Saints? 
Who are the men and women to whom President Woodruff referred? Any 
man who had not repented? No. Any man who had not made satisfac- 
tion? No. He was only announcing that the work you and I are engaged 
in is genuine, and that in our repentance and reformation there was 
vitality and virtue, and that we were forgiven so far as we had complied 
with these laws. He never meant that a man who was an adulterer, or 
horse thief, was to be forgiven because he went into that Temple, without 
having made satisfaction or having repented. President Woodruff could 
not say that; no Prophet could say it. The Father could not say it, only 
upon the principles of repentance, reformation and righteousness—not a 
repentance for a little season, but to obtain forgiveness for our sins we 
must sin no more. We must not turn like the dog to his vomit or the 
sow to her wallowing in the mire, but we must reform and then labor as 
the Lord directs, then He will gladly forgive us, just as He will now 
cancel our obligations in regard to tithing, if for the future we will do 
the will of the Lord. | 

Let our names be recorded upon the book of the law of the Lord, where 
they can be seen and known, and let the conscience of every man, woman 
and child be clear and free. Why, when we look over the records now, we 
find men in high positions in the Church who have been very careless and 
censurable in regard to the law of tithing. Nodoubt many have entered 
into the Temples of the Lord who have never done a single thing to help 
erect or maintain them. We want to repent of these things. We need 
not be afraid in regard to the Church; we have no need to be disturbed 
or worried in regard to the obligations of the Church. What should dis- 
turb us is our individual obligations to the Lord and to one another. Deal 
honestly and squarely with the Lord, and you will very readily be able to 
deal honestly and squarely with your brethren. Let us meet our obliga- 
tions to the Lord, for to Him we owe life and everything we possess. He 
has entrusted us with it as stewards, and we want to make good our 
stewardship. The talents that He has entrusted us with let us turn them 
over and double them. Do not bury them, nor hide them up, but invest 
them so that they will increase. The Lord requires this of us. The man 
who pays his tithing by the thousands or by the hundreds is not the only 
one that is acceptable to the Lord. The one who pays his fives, his tens, 
or his fifties—the tithing on whatever the Lord blesses him with—is 
acceptable to the Lord also. The Lord does not expect a man with one 
talent to turn over ten. If he returned two he is doing wonderfully well. 
He does not expect a man with two talents to turn over ten, but four. 
He expects men to employ their talents and to make good use of them. 
He does not look with favor upon a slothful servant, because it is wicked 
to be slothful and idle. We want to be industrious and persevering and 
see how much we can do in this life with the talents that God has intrusted 
us with; then we will be acceptable to Him. The widow’s mite, thank the 
Lord, is as large as the millionaire’s great amount of means that he may 
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turn over; for out of her little she gives whatever she possesses in order 
to assist the work of the Lord. 

Let the Latter-day Saints remember that we have undertaken to strive 
for the celestial kingdom. We desire an inheritance on this earth when 
it is celestialized. We expect an inheritance in Zion, but in order that we 
may have this inheritance, we are not only required to come into the 
Church by baptism and confirmation and to receive our ordinations and 
blessings, but we are expected to be a prayerful people, a people who will 
observe the Word of Wisdom, who will live pure lives and keep the 
commandments of the Lord. We are expected to bear the burdens 
and responsibilities of the kingdom, temporal as well as spiritual. We 
cannot divide the temporal from the spiritual, the body from the spirit 
and stay here. They go unitedly, hand in hand, and will do throughout 
mortality, and then throughout all the ages of eternity. Men are not 
perfect without immortality and eternal life. They cannot meet the 
design of God without accomplishing what the Lord has laid before us. 
This is the Lord’s work. It is not the work of our brethren who have 
passed away. They have finished their work here. They have gone to 
their reward, having earned eternal life. We remain, and we are to prove 
our faithfulness and devotion and our endurance in the principles of 
righteousness. The Lord will sustain us; this work will continue; and 
we will gain in strength and numbers all the time. We are spreading 
abroad and becoming more numerous in every ward, in every stake, and 
in évery nation where we live. The Lord is working with us, and is hand- 
ling the nations. He is handling this nation and directing it in its 
operations to extend liberty among the people of the world. The Gospel 
will be in the track of religious liberty, and will be carried to every people. 

I desire to read the 7th verse in the 85th Section of the book of Doctrine 
and Covenants. The preceding verses speak in relation to the duty of the 
Lord’s clerk in Zion. At present the Lord has clerks in all the Stakes of 
Zion and in all the Wards in Zion and the history of our faith and works 
is being kept. It is important that these records should be kept and cor- 
rectly kept. A singular thing that I have noticed here (perhaps you have 
noticed it as well) is that it is not only necessary that our names should 
bs found of record, but it is necessary that our fathers’ names should also 
be found of record, as well as the names of our children. It seems that 
when the inheritances in Zion are divided out, those whose names are 
recorded with the names of their fathers and of their children—three 
generations—are to be entitled to inheritances in Zion: 

“And it shall come to pass that I, the Lord God, will send one mighty 
and strong, holding the sceptre of power in his hand, clothed with light 
for a covering, whose mouth shall utter words, eternal words; while his 
bowels shall be a fountain of truth, to set in order the house of God, and 
to arrange by lot the inheritances of the Saints, whose names are found, 
and the names of their fathers, and of their children, enrolled in the book 
of the law of God.” 

I have felt it important, not only that I should be faithful, but that my 
children should be faithful, and also my progenitors, as an evidence that 


756 LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 


there is stability, virtue and integrity in that line of blood; that there is 
fidelity and faithfulness at least in three generations, who shall be found 
recorded in the book of the law of God. lam anxious for my kindred 
and my posterity. I am not satisfied to be alone. I want my family, my 
kindred and my friends with me; hence I desire to be exemplary and to 
use my influence with them, that they also may have a worthy record, and 
not be cast out for apostasy or any other reason, but that together the 
three generations may be found recorded and be entitled to an inheritance 
in Zion. If, however, our names are not found recorded in the book of the 
law of God, we shall not be entitled to an inheritance in Zion. We want 
an inheritance on this earth. We want a part of the earth for our celestial 
home and we want to earn it. We cannot get it otherwise. As the Presi- 
dent said to-day, Zion cannot be redeemed but by purchase. Let me say 
to you that your redemption and mine cometh only by purchase. We 
must earn what we expect to enjoy. We must redeem our part of Zion, 
and as the whole people we must redeem the land of Zion. We are prom- 
ised an eternal inheritance in the land of Zion, but we cannot get it by 
any one law alone. We cannot get it by tithing alone. A man cannot 
say that -he has paid his tithing generously and freely, and now he has 
liberty to do just as he pleases. He must not only keep the law of tithing 
properly, but he must also keep his repentance genuine and eternal. His 
devotion and faithfulness to the Lord in every other respect must be 
maintained in addition to the payment of tithing. We have but a little 
time to live on this earth. Why can we not endure just for a few fleeting 
years, that will be less than a day to us hereafter? Fifty, seventy, eighty, 
or a hundred years, we will look upon as but a span when we shall bave 
entered into eternity, the depth and heighth of which cannot be known 
in mortality. The suffering and the little difficulties and evil which beset 
us in this life, and which try our very souls, will be counted as naught 
hereafter. We will only wonder that we were ever shaken or disturbed 
at all by the little things that afflicted us. 

Brethren and sisters, you have our testimony in regard to this principle. 
We know that it is important. It is not a new thing that the Lord should 
be robbed in His tithes and His offerings. It is not a new thing that the 
word of the Lord should come through a Prophet. It came through the 
Prophet Joseph when the law of tithing ware revealed. It came through 
him when the law of consecration was revealed and on a hundred other 
occasions. Many revelations the Lord gave through him, and they have 
been written. Hundreds of times has the word of the Lord been given 
through President Brigham Young, the Prophet and lion of the Lord, and 
through President John Taylor and through President Wilford Woodruff. 
There is nothing that the Lord requires of His people that the Prophet of 
the Lord will hesitate to present when it is necessary. He is the chief 
man upon the towers of Zion, to warn the people, and when a warning 
comes there is a reason for it; there are conditions just confronting us 
that we know not of, and perhaps they are not told to us, We cannot 
tell you what is coming just now, but there are important conditions just 
in front of us as the people of God, and it is necessary that the Prophet 
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should take the very stand that he has in regard to this law, for our safety, 
for the redemption of Zion, for the accomplishment of the purposes of God 
in the last days. Thank the Lord that we have a prophet; that we can 
approach Him and learn what His mind and will is and receive it as we 
have received it in all plainness. And when the Lord speaks to His 
servant the Prophet, He speaks to all the Prophets. President Snow is 
not alone, but he is surrounded by Prophets of the Lord, and they have 
the very same testimony abiding in their souls. They know that this is 
God’s work, and they have not been mistaken. They have been leading 
the people all the time, and the Lord has directed them. He will do so 
to the end. Thank the Lord that we have Prophets; thank the Lord that 
this congregation is full of men of prophecy and of revelation. And they 
are in the missions abroad, as well as at home. The world is enlivened 
to-day with men of inspiration from Gud. They spenk revelation. They 
give forth the word of the Lord, they bear testimony, strong and powerful, 
to the nations of the earth. In this way the purposes of God are progress- 
ing and advancing, and His work will be accomplished. No power on 
earth can stay it, for it is God’s work. Man has not originated it. It is 
the work of our Eternal Father who dwells in the Heavens. There is 
power and virtue in it for the salvation of men, and it is true and vital. 

God bless you, my brethren and sisters. Let us be faithful and endure 
but for a little season, and our day of rest and peace and welcome into the 
presence of the Father and the Son will be sure. Amen. : 


— — — 


LIBERIA ASKS ADMISSION. 


AN envoy from the negro republic of Africa has been in the United 
States for some time trying to interest the president and other pillars of 
the administration in extending the protecting influence of the stars and 
stripes over Liberia as the president has done with the Sulu islands. 

If the United States government is land hungry,” says a prominent 
colored man in an eastern paper, “there is no better acquisition possible 
than Liberia.” And he gives the following reasons why it would be better 
to abandon the Sulus with their sultans and slaves, the Igorrotes and 
head-hunters, the Tagals and their insurrectionists, as soon as peace is 
obtained, and turn our attention to Liberia: 

1. Liberia is peopled with negroes with whom the people of this nation 
are familiar. They were brought up in the United States, or else they are 
descendants of former slaves. : 

2. They are peaceable people, not given to revolutions, inclined to look 
upon American institutions as models, and their occupations are similar 
to those carried on in this country. 

3. There is no slavery in Liberia for the new Republican party to sanc- 
tion as an offset to Lincoln’s emancipation of the slaves. 

4. Liberia offers a solution to the race problem which has been growing 
more complicated in this country every year. 

5. This talk about deporting the negroes of the south to the Philippines 
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is nonsense; better send them to their native continent than to a land 
already densely settled by Malays, slave dealers and south sea islanders. 

Some administration organs, more grasping tban others, suggest the 
establishment of a protectorate over Liberia in addition to the retention 
of the Philippines. They argue that, having started in to take everything 
that is not nailed down, our William the Conqueror might just as well 
invade Africa, not for the purpose of preventing bloodshed between the 
British and the Boers, but for the purpose of increasing the necessity for 
a large standing army. 

In case America refuses to grant their request,” exclaims one anxious 
imperialist, “the dusky statesmen will move on to England, which rarely 
lets pass anything of the sort, and in a year from now we may regret that 
we didn’t heed their appeal and extend our domain to the dark continent.” 

The Commercial Advertiser, on the other hand, thinks we are making up 
in the troubles of other continents quite enough. It says: “There seems 
to be nothing to gain for usin such an undertaking except all kinds of 
complications, for nations do not ask for protectorates unless they have 
more troubles than they know what to do with.“ Salt Lake Herald. 


SPIRIT PHOTOGRAPHY. 


DECEPTION in spirit photography has become a fine art. Many so-called 
spirit pictures have been taken upon plates that have already been ex- 
posed. When these plates are developed, the several faces, of course, are 
brought out. These prepared places are held in stock by dealers in pho- 
tographers’ supplies, says the Banner of Light, and sold to all who send 
special orders for them. It is now well known that a certain symbol in 
the order for plates indicates that “doctored” plates are desired. In some 
cases, men and women who are perfectly honest with themselves are 
obtaining what they claim to be spirit pictures. They order their plates 
themselves, and take pictures of themselves by means of a mechanical 
device, develop the plate alone, and find faces side by side with their own 
on the plates. This would seem to justify them in believing the pictures 
to be likenesses of disembodied spirits. If they would reflect a little they 
would not he socertain. Pretended mediums for spirit photography know 
of the experiments of these parties to whom we refer. They notify the 
dealers in photographic stock of the fact, and these dealers send them the 
prepared plates. The pictures are taken, and the amateur photographers 
become convinced of the truth of spirit photography bécause they alone 
were implicated in the experiment. The fact is they have been deceived 
in their plates through the efforts of some faker who wished to add to his 
own income, and to maintain his influence over the parties whom he is 
instrumental in deceiving. It is often done, and many reputable people 
are thereby victimised. Occasionally a few of the prepared plates are 
slipped into the boxes ordered by regular photographers. They are not 
spiritualists, nor are the majority of their patrons. Every one is greatly 
surprised, therefore, to find half a dozen faces upon the proof of a certain 
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plate. When the fact of these specially prepared plates is made known, 
the source of the phenomenon is easily determined. The unsuspecting 
person, however, does not stop to think of possible collusion in the case, 
and accepts the result as evidence of supernormal power. 


— — 


IMMORTALITY AS A MORAL AND RELIGIOUS MOTIVE. 


Ir the truth that we are immortal beings has been barely able to arrest 
our gravitation to the plane of the animal, to what depths of bestiality 
will the vast majority descend when this check is removed? If we are to 
die and rot like the brutes, what motive have we to live like the angels? 
It is a logic which vast masses of men will be quick to apply. If there 
is nothing better for us than to wallow in the indulgences of the flesh, 
and fill the foaming cup of carnalism to the brim, and drain it quick ere 
it grows flat and insipid, let us by all means force our short lives to their 
fill of merriment. But the life thus belittled and carnalised will be like- 
wise more cowardly. I am not thinking of military courage, though we 
witnessed a decline of this when the atheistic soldiers of France melted 
like snow before the menace of German guns at Metz and Sedan. Con- 
trast these godless men with Cromwell’s Ironsides on the morning of 
Dunbar, men who rose from their knees to buckle on their armour, and 
who went into battle with the war-cry, “Let God arise, Let His enemies 
be scattered.” The race of such valorous men would die out with the 
death of their religious faith, In a world which has come to regard the 
evil as the disagreeable, and to save “a whole skin” as the chief duty of 
man; where men would choose to have their manhood dethroned rather 
than submit to a prick of pain; where difficulties no longer breathe a 
challenge to ignoble recreancy, can we expect to find, in such a world, men 
who shall star our firmament with renown! Inhaling such a debilitating 
air, will our children tingle with a spirit that shall reproduce the immortal 
peerage of the past? Nay, indeed, the glory will have vanished from the 
earth. The chronicles of that imagined age will be annals of cravens and 
poltroons.—J. G. Van Stykxe, D.D., in the Christian Age. 


— — — 


Money talks, but it never gives itself away. 
Onty the man with a little head brags of his small feet. 
THROWING mud at a good man only results in soiling your own hands. 


Wuar are the best things you hope for in heaven? Are they the sweet 
music, the rapt emotions, the exalted companionships and the celestial 
glories? Or, are they the abounding love, the infinite benevolence, and 
reigning order, wisdom and justice of God? If the latter, then we can 
say, they begin here. You can enjoy them now, and get a beginning of 
heaven in your heart. It’s so, Try it. You will find yourself richly 
rewarded, | 
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THE FATHERHOOD OF GOD. 


THE fatherhood of God as understood by the Latter-day Saints is looked 
upon by many as sacrilege, and by others is held up to ridicule; but it 
can appear in such false light to those only who have not compared it 
with the Holy Scriptures or whose vision has been distorted by false 
theories of theology evolved from the brains of men who have discarded 
that spirit by which the scriptures were written and by which men were 
to know whether the doctrine was of God or of man. 

The Latter-day Saints believe in this doctrine, not in some mythical 
sense that is incomprehensible, but as an actuality; and, if there is one 
thing in Holy Writ more positively taught than another, it is that God is 
not a mythical being distinct in kind from man, but a loving father in 
every sense of the term, and that he has all the attributes found in man, 
only in a state of the highest perfection beyond the power of the finite 
mind to conceive. | 

Even before man was on the earth, “God said, let us make man in our 
image, after our likeness:” and then we are told, “So God created man in 
his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female 
created he them.” It seems it was His design to let mankind know even 
from the beginning that He was in form like man, with all the bodily 
parts that constitute the human frame. In the third chapter of Luke we 
tind the lineage of Jesus traced from Joseph to Adam, and in the 38th 
verse it concludes as follows: “Which was the son of Enos, which was 
the son of Seth, which was the son of Adam, which was the son of God.” 
It is hardly to be supposed that this language is to be understood literally 
up to the last statement and that that should be figurative. What object 
could there be in making the statement that Adam was the son of God 
if it were not in the same line of fatherhood as all the rest? There is no 
break in the statement to indicate that it should not be taken in the same 
literal sense as all the others? Paul in Hebrews 12: 9, says, “Further- 
more we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave 
them reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the 
Father of spirits, and live?” 

When Mary Magdalene went to the sepulchre and Jesus appeared to 
her, He sent & message to the disciples, which was eminently calculated 
to impress on their minds the fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of 
Christ; He said, “Go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto 
my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God,” 
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We read in I John 3: 2, “Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it 
does not yet appear what we shall be, but we know that, when he shall 
appear, we shall be like him.” 3 

The 8th chapter of Romans clearly indicates the fatherhood of God and 
the brotherhood of Christ. In the 29th verse Paul says, “For whom he 
did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of 
his Son, that he might be the first born among many brethren.” We read 
in the same chapter, 16th and 17th verses, ‘‘The spirit itself beareth wit- 
ness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: And if children 
then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we 
suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.” 

Now, what is this heritage promised to the faithful? This is partly 
answered in Luke 12: 32: “For it is your Father’s good pieasure to give 
you the kingdom.” To Christ, “All power is given in heaven and on 
earth.” Then those who are to be joint heirs with Him mast inherit this 
power. The heirs of an estate inherit all that belongs to the father, so 
heirs of God must inherit all that He hath—all of glory, of knowledge, of 
wisdom, of love, justice and mercy, and every perfected attribute of the 
Father, for Jesus said, “Be ye perfect even as your Father in heaven is 
perfect.” If this were impossible it would be a very unjust commandment 
to His disciples. All these things can be inherited by countless millions 
without diminishing or exhausting the source, or without detracting from, 
but rather adding to, the glory and majesty of God, the Father; for it is 
like the lighting of one lamp from another in a room, there is no diminu- 
tion of light in the first lamp, but each lamp that receives light in this 


way Only increases the effulgence, until the whole room is brilliantly illu- 
minated. A. W. 


— —, 


Tm Anchor Line s.s. Anchoria from Glasgow 8 November 9, 1899, with 


returning Elders and emigrating Saints on board, arrived at New York on 
the 22nd, with all well. 


Cierks of Conferences would confer fever by sending in reports of 
their conferences for publication as soon as possible after the close. 


Arrivats.—The following from Zion arrived in 
Liverpool per American line ss. Pennland, November 25, 1899: For the 
British Mission—J. H. Worthington of Oakley, Idaho; Cyrus E. Snell] and 
E. G. Hughes, Spanish Fork; John R. Goldsbrough, Nephi; Joseph Webb, 
Richmond; Frank Rigby, Centerville. For the Scandinavian Mission— 
Ww. Olson and Olof Rosenlof, Mt. Pleasant; Neils P. Johnson, Logan; 
Wilford E. Andersen, Salem; Peter V. Bunderson, Emery; Oluf Johnson, 
Brigham. For the German Mission—J.C. Gleason, Garland; Wm. C. J. Lau 
and Philip Rausch, Salt Lake City. For the Netherlands Mission—Wm. 
M. Lillywhite, Riverside. 


—ͤ—ä—ͥ— 


APpPOINTMENTS.—The Elders that arrived on the 25th inst. have been 
appointed to labor in the various conferences as follows: 
James H. Worthington, Manchester; Frank Rigby, Liverpool; G. D. 
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Hughes, Welsh; Cyrus E. Saell and Joseph Webb, Newcastle, John R. 
Goldsbrough, Leeds. 


— — — — — 


CoNFERENCE Notice.—The Irish Semi-annual Conference of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints will be held in the White 
Hall Buildings, Ann Street, Belfast, on Sunday, December 10, 1899. 
Meetings will commence at 10:30 a.m., 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. A good time 
is expected by all. 


— — — — —— — — 


Winpows Map or OysTER SHELLS.—In the Philippines the windows 
of the houses of the better class, the villas in the suburbs, and the country 
mansions are made of oyster-shells—those wonderful, transparent, pearl - 
like shells of the oriental seas which admit light but not the glare of the 
sun, illuminating the interior with the soft radiance of a cathedral. A 
great window filled with these sprays of pearl shows the color of ten 
thousand rainbows. 


WHAT a man can do is his greatest ornament, and he always consults 
his dignity by doing it. 


NEWCASTLE CONFERENCE. 


Tue Newcastle Semi-Annual Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints convened in the New Assembly Rooms, Shields Road, 
Heaton, Newcastle upon Tyne, at 10 a.m., on Sunday, November 26, 1899. 
Presidents Platte D. Lyman, J. L. McMurrin and Henry W. Naisbitt of 
the European Mission, Elder Thomas Forsyth of the Birmingham Confer- 
ence; and all the Traveling Elders of the Newcastle Conference were 
present. 

After the opening exercises, President James E. Meeks made a few 
opening remarks, and then presented the authorities of the Church, the 
Presidency of the European Mission, President James E. Meeks of the 
Newcastle Conference, and the Traveling Elders in their respective dis- 
tricts as follows, which were all unanimously sustained: 

Fred B. Williams, Zenos Whittaker, F. A. Mitchel and Charles R. Bailey 
in the Newcastle district; Frank Jacobs and Andrew J. Poulsen, Middles- 
brough; Joseph Holland and Geo. O. Webb, Sunderland; Lorenzo J. 
Brown and Christopher Holland, Shields; H. G. Morrell and Parly F. 
Smith, Hebburn; Samuel B. Tenney and David Penman, Carlisle; John 
Jepsen and George H. Toone, Gateshead; Joseph H. Haslam and Joseph 
Webb, Hartlepool; Martin C. Rigby and S. E. Snell, Darlington. 

The following statistical report for the six months ending October 31 
was then read: Branches, 5. Missionaries from Zion—High Priests, 2; 
Seventies, 20. Local Priesthood—Elders, 15; Priests, 9; Teachers, 14; 
Deacons, 18; number of officers and members, 310; children unbaptized, 
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108; total number of souls, exclusive of missionaries from Zion, 418. 
Tracts distributed—from door to door, 51,526; otherwise, 16,886. Books 
distributed—sold, 17; loaned, 271; given away, 15. Strangers’ houses 
visited—with first tract only, 15,983; by first invitation, 228; by re-invita- 
tion, 600. Gospel conversations, 2,217. Meetings held—in halls, 287; 
cottage, 44; out-door, 220; Sunday school sessions, 60; M. I. A. meetings, 
12; Priesthood meetings, 22. Baptisms, 24; confirmations, 24; ordinations, 
3; children blessed—of members, 11; of non-members, 4; emigrated—adults, 
3. Died—over eight years old, 1; under eight years old, 3. Removed, 
1. Excommunicated, 2. New Subscribers to the Srar, 6. 

President Naishitt and Elder F. A. Mitchel occupied the remainder of 
the time, President Naisbitt speaking on the sustaining of the authorities 
in the Church and man’s relationship to Deity, and Elder Mitchell on the 
first principles. 

2:30 p.m. Opening exercises as usual. President Platte D. Lyman 
occupied the whole of the time speaking aman upon the continua- 
tion and necessity of revelation. 

6:30 pm. After opening exercises, President J. L. MoMurrin took the 
stand and occupied the whole of the time speaking upon the false reports 
circulated against the Latter-day Saints and the Apostasy from the 
Gospel and its Restoration in this dispensation. 

The meetings were well attended, the hall being well filled in both the 
er ee ne evening, and a good number of strangers being there. 

A Priesthood meeting was held at the Conference house on Monday, at 
which a spiritual feast was enjoyed. A social party was held at the Heb- 
burn Hall on Monday evening, at which an enjoyable time was had. 

FRED B. Wittiams, Clerk of Conference. 


—— UE—Pö - if - 


VITALITY OF THE JEWS. 


THe remarkable vitality of the Jewish race is attracting increasing 
attention as truer statistics are obtained. They are distinctly the longest- 
lived and the most fruitful of all the peoples of the earth. The following 
statement puts the former characteristic in a striking way: “Of 100.000 
Hebrews born on the same day there will be 50,684 males and 49,316 
females. At the end of the first year the 100,000 Jewish infants will have 
established in a most remarkable way their superiority in point of vitality, 
for only 8091 will have died, as compared with 14,192 in the British Isles, 
and 16,706 Americans. Striking as this difference is, it will be found to 
be practically maintained throughout the later stages of life. At the end 
of five years only 13,884 Jewish children out of the 100,000 will have died, 
while out of a similar number of English children 24,679 will have joined 
the great majority, and America will still keep her bad pre-eminence with 
26,912 angels. Make a leap to middle age, the deaths at 50 years of age 
will have been 26,519 Jews, as compared with 49,079 English; and at age 
65 the mortality returns will stand at 37,442 and 66,110 respectively. But 
the full force of the comparison is hardly seen until the point of extreme 
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old age is reached. At 85 years no fewer than 25,135 of our 100,000 Jews 
will be still living, while the survivors of the English band will be a 
meagre 5566.”— Juvenile Instructor. 


A “MARKED” TESTAMENT. 


SECTARIAN sacrilege and religious discrimination never reached a more 
erroneous, fanatical and perverted eminence, than when it essayed to give 
the Christian world an under-scored edition of the New Testament, point- 
ing out with red ink emphasis, along with others, every passage in which 
salvation is made to depend on belief alone, to the ignoring of all doing, 
all obedience, all effort, and all manifestation of active spiritual life. 

Faith is a good and precious thing or principle in its place, but that 
faith which is satisfied with itself is not a true faith, it is not the faith of 
the Gospel nor of Jesus Christ; the old heresy that men must rest on “the 
finished work” has done in our day, what it has done in all ages, that is, 
it places man on the same level as the evil ones who also “believe and 
tremble.” 

The Saints were exhorted anciently, “Work out your salvation with 
fear and trembling,” and the reason thereof was given, “for it is God that 
worketh in you to will and to do of his good pleasure,” and it was because 
of human indifference to this fact that James had to say, “Show me thy 
faith without thy works, and [ will show thee wy faith by my works.” 

When the ancient Jews were called upon to believe in Jesus Obrist, it 
was a genuine test, for they had to sacrifice tradition, the faith of their 
fathers, and to become “outcasts from the synagogue” because of their 
adherence to the Messiah; in our day to be a nominal Christian involves 
no sacrifice, there is no social or religious ostracism following a profession 
of faith, and yet if salvation is assured because of belief alone, as “the 
markers” of the New Testament would have us believe, all the Christian 
world are already assured of that salvation. 

Many of these “marked” allusions relate to the healing of the sick, 
which no doubt was a prominent feature in the early ministry of “the 
man Christ Jesus ;” but the evidence is very scant as to the real disciple- 
ship of the healed, or of their acceptance of Him as the Messiah, they 
could simply say as the blind man said, “This I know whereas I was blind 
now I see.” He had realized Christ only as a healer, for when Jesus 
heard that they had “cast him out,” and when He had found him, He said 
upto him, “Dost though believe on the son of God?” the once blind man 
answered, “Who is he Lord, that I might believe on him?” 

These manifestations of healing with all the phenomena thereof, whether 
conscious to Him or otherwise, went to arrest attention during His three 
years ministry; they were a means to an end, and when the people were 
so blind as to His doctrine, He used the argument, If you do not believe 
me for my words, then “believe in me for the very works sake”; even 
when He went so far as to “forgive sins” its action was in the same line, 
for it prompted the enquiry, “Why does this man thus blaspheme ] Who 
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can forgive sins but God only?” Yet its purpose was that they might 
know that the Son of man had power on earth to forgive sins. Moreover, 
this prominent case was done to one of His own townsmen (no doubt a 
convert, though a paralytic), and it is but the one of two instances, and 
the only one mentioned by three of the Evangelists. 

There was also associated with that forgiveness of sins, the utter over- 
throw of that ancient retaliation which exacted “an eye for an eye and a 
tooth for a tooth,” for “every man” was exhorted to the forgiveness of 
sins: “Except ye forgive men their trespasses, how shall your Heavenly 
Father forgive your trespasses against Him.” The full significance of this 
new doctrine was not comprehended (is not now), and the Pharisees were 
no more at fault probably than was Simon and others that sat at meat 
with him, or they would not have said within themselves, “Who is this 
that forgiveth sins also?” 

Unless this belief so carefully noted matured into repentance and con- 
version, unless the believer became a confessor and a follower, his belief 
(or faith) was vain, and to cite or “mark” (as is done in John) such pas- 
sages as the following is to pervert or to create an inference altogether . 
inconsistent with the major part of that record, which calls for vastly 
more than “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved,” in 
that it meant more then than it does to the Christians of this later 
generation. 

The quotations made prominent in John are these; “Whosoever be- 
lieveth on him shall not perish but have eternal life.“ “God so loved the 
world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” He that believeth on 
him is not condemned, but he that believeth not is condemned already, 
because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.” 
“He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life, and he that belie. eth 
not the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abideth on him.” 
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that heareth my word, and believeth 
on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, aud shall not come unto con- 
demnation; but is passed from death unto life.” The latter passage gives 
4 condition not required in the former, which is an intimation that belief 
in Jesus Christ alone, is insufficient. | 

Several other similar passages are emphasized in like manner, but where 
obedience is required, “no mark” can be found, for instauce when Jesus 
commissioned His Apostles, “Go ye iuto all the world and preach the 
Gospel to every creature,” that is underlined, but the context equally 
important is left a blank, as if of no importance; “He that believeth and 
ts baptized shall be saved,” is altogether ignored, as if unsuited for the 
partial sectarian intent; the parallel passage in Matthew is also unmarked, 
“Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, of the Son and of the Holy Ghost, teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever I have commanded you,” etc. 

Then again we are told that He became “the Author of eternal salvation 
to all them that obey him,” and “He that heareth these sayings of mine 
and doeth them, I will liken him unto a man that built his house upon a 
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rock?” Now as Jesus Himself was baptized and His followers in His life- 
time baptized His disciples, and His last commission to His Apostles was 
to baptize those who believed; if it was deemed necessary to point out 
the way of salvation at all “obedience and baptism” should have been 
“marked” also, or the “markers” must submit to the charge of unfairness 
or sectarian deception. 

Another “marked” quotation is, “If ye believe not that I am he, ye 
shall die in your sins,” but His name was called Jesus, “because he shall 
save his people from their sins,” that is, His obedient followers or disciples ; 
and it is thought that passages relating to His trial, crucifixion, death and 
resurrection are not of those included in that simple primary faith to 
which attention is so sedulously called. ; 

Much stress also is laid upon a “marked” passage, where in mortal 
agony, the Savior said, “It is finished,” and hosts of religionists now say 
they “rest upon the finished work,” but was His mission ended then? if so, 
the resurrection, His after association with His disciples, His commission 
and ascension were all superfluous and no way included in those sad and 
' truthful words; even the grand idea that “life and immortality are 
brought to light by the Gospel” was at that time restricted, imperfect 
and incomplete. 

In the Acts of the Apostles, the same sectional “marking” also is found; 
it is not shown that “baptism by immersion” was “for the remission of 
sins,” it is not “marked” that the “Gift of the Holy Ghost was imparted 
by the laying on of hands,” it is not pointed out that men or women so 
endowed and delivered became of necessity members of the “Church of 
God and Christ,” to be taught of authorized “Apostles and Prophets, 
pastors and teachers until they (should) all come to “the unity of the 
faith,” and the “stature of men in Christ”; while “marking” up the pas- 
sage that “there is none other name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved,” these ordinances, gifts, powers, authority 
and organization are left without prominence, as immaterial, and all other 
unmarked readings are supposedly secondary, and left to acceptance or 
rejection as tradition or personal experience or false teachers may 
determine. | 

This private interpretation, this undue prominence availeth nothing 
save to foster delusion, to misrepresent as well as to misinterpret, and 
may all be included as among those acts of men by which they “wrest” 
the scriptures to “their own destruction.” Further consideration may be 
given to this unwarranted and unjustifiable “meddling” with that record 
which has already suffered at the hands of its too zéalous friends, for 
more than it has from all its adversaries, “from the beginning even until 
now.“ 


— — 


A GREAT AIR-SHIP. 


GENERAL CounT ZEPPELIN’s great air-ship is said to be now ready for 
her trial trip and waiting only until the fog clears away from Lake 
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Constance. The experiments to be made with her may, from a purely 
scientific point of view, lack some of the importance that attached to those 
of Mr. Maxim, Herr Lilienthal, and the late Mr. Pilcher, for the problem 
that has been tackled in this case is much simpler. General Zeppelin’s 
craft is not a flying machine designed to lift itself from the ground and to 
support itself in its flight by its own mechanical effort; the lifting and the 
supporting are to be done by the air, and the ship’s efforts will be so 
directed as to produce horizontal motion only. In a word, the ship is a 
self-propelling balloon, but a balloon of such a size and form as are alto- 
gether without precedent. Major Baden Powell, who saw it a while ago 
in its unfinished state, has said that its framework, made entirely of alu- 
winium, seemed like “the slender skeleton of some huge vessel, as big as 
one of our most powerful battleships, but of such delicate material as 
rather to suggest a stupendous birdcage.” Over this an outer skin has 
been stretched, and within it are a number of large balloons. A gallery and 
cars, also made of aluminium, are underneath this hull or body, and here, 
too, are the engines, which are meant to propel the ship through the air 
at the rate of twenty-two miles an hour. The whole structure is so much 
lighter than an equal volume of air that it can rise, or is expected to rise, 
with an added load of ten tons, and this, in Major Baden Powell’s opinion, 
will make it possible for the ship to carry stores and ballast enough for a 
voyage of several days. We can hardly suppose that in making of a 
machine which is said to have cost £70,000, the plans of which, moreover, 
have been approved by a commission of leading German physicists and 
engineers, there should be any material error in a comparatively simple 
calculation—such a calculation, for instance, as would show how much 
weight a balloon of a certain capacity, made of certain materials, could lift. 
But the estimate of the speed at which its engines could drive it through 
still air can only be approximate at the best, and at the worst may prove 
pretty wide of the mark. How the vessel will behave in a head wind, 
or whether she can be made to face even a moderate breeze at all, 
are questions that can only be answered by experiment.—Manchester 
Guardian. 
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POETRY. 


THE STORY OF “BILL.” 


*Twas a rollicking boy of twenty years, A **ne’er-do-well” they called young Bill,” 


As full of fun as an egg, None thought he would settle down, 

In all the sports he was an A one,” But stand for life at the foot of the hill, 
In the dance could shake his leg. With a heart, but half a clown. 

To ride a horse was his pride, and he But “ Bill” within him was sterling stuff, 
Would teach him queer tricks galore, Though no one found it out, 

The boys all envied this not to be,” A diamond he, but yet in the rough, 


The girls were all shy before. In fun had the wildest shout. 
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